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Citations and explanations 

Document Dl (US-A-4 699 641) is considered the prior 
art closest to the svibject matter of claim 1 and 
discloses a: 

vacuum cleaner comprising a housing from which a 
drawer- like compartment 21 can be withdrawn, said 
coit^jartment comprising a dust chamber 15 for 
accommodating a dust separator 55, which can be 
inserted in to a vacuum flow path between a 
connecting piece 25 of a suction hose 26 or of a 
suction tube and a suction opening 17 of a 
motor/ fan unit 16, the motor/fan unit 16 being 
secured in the housing and it being possible to 
remove the dust separator 55 from the vacuum flow 
path by pulling out the draw-like compartment 21 
(see figure 4) . 

The problem of interest can be considered that of 
devising a vacuum cleaner of the above type which is 
easier to handle. 



The solution to the problem consists in the fact 
that the connecting piece for the suction hose or 
suction tube is secured to the housing and the dust 
separator can be connected to the connecting piece 
i7«^pr<T/iPRA/409 ffioxV) (January 1994) 
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via the draw- like compartment. 



Consequently, a suction hose or suction tube 
connected to the connecting piece does not impede 
movement of the draw- like compartment. 

The stibject matter of claim 1 is thus novel (PCT 
Article 33(2)) and involves an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33(3)) . 

The claimed vacuum cleaner is industrially 
applicable in the field of household appliances. 
The requirements of PCT Article 33(4) are therefore 
• satisfied. 

Claims 2-11 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and. 
inventive step. 
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